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'a better state of feeling among the neighbour nations of North and
Central and South America' existed at the end of the year 1933 c than
at any time within a generation5.1
(ii) Relations between Haiti and the United States (1931-3)
In a previous volume of this series,2 an account was given of the
situation in Haiti which led to the appointment by President Hoover
in February 1930 of a Commission under the chairmanship of Mr.W.
Cameron Forbes 'for the study and review of conditions in the
Eepublic of Haiti'. The Forbes Commission had reported in March
1930, and by the end of the year the position in Haiti and the relations
between the republic and the United States had undergone a marked
change for the better as a result of the action which had been taken
in accordance with the Commission's recommendations.3 Elections
for Congress had been held in October, without any intervention or
supervision by the American authorities, and in the following month
the Congress had elected Monsieur Stenio Vincent as President for a
term of six years. Before these elections took place, the change in the
relations between Haiti and the United States had been symbolized
by the recall of the American High Commissioner (a military officer),
and his replacement by a civilian Minister, Dr. Dana G. Munro.4
The scheme proposed by the Forbes Commission called for the
* increasingly rapid Haitianization of the services' ad-ministered by
Americans, 'with the object of having Haitians experienced in every
department of the Government ready to take over full responsibility
at the expiration of the existing treaty',5 and the new Minister was
1 A similar claim had been made by Mr. Hull in his final speech at Monte-
video two days earlier. 'This Conference7, he said, 'has been of the highest
importance in international relations.... I truly believe it has marked a new
epoch in the dealings between the United States and the twenty other peoples
of South and Central America, and among all these nations I am not alone in
saying that a more thorough understanding has been brought about at Monte-
video than at any time in two generations.'
a See the Survey for 1930, Part V, section (vi).
8 President Hoover had appointed a second Commission consisting of negro
educationalists, headed by Dr. E. E. Moton, who were asked to undertake an
exhaustive investigation into the educational system of Haiti. This Commis-
sion reported in November 1930, but no immediate steps were taken to carry
out the programme which it suggested. Indeed, in June 1933, three years after
the Commission had visited Haiti, none of its principal recommendations had
yet been put into operation (see Foreign Policy Association of New York:
Foreign Policy Reports, vol. ix, No. 8, 21st June, 1933).
* Dr. Munro resigned in the summer of 1932 and was succeeded by Mr.
Norman Armour.
5 The period of validity of the agreement of the 16th September, 1915,
which had transformed Haiti into a virtual protectorate of the United States,